English 12





      Poetry

1.
A distinction should be made between the author of a poem and the poem’s persona. The poet has the ability to adopt different voices, genders, and points of view.

2.
It is important to realize that a poet is capable of reaching into his or her imagination to render not only what is but also, perhaps, what ought to be. At times, poets show us the possibility of opening up the mind to places where it ordinarily would not go in a world taken too literally.





“25th High School Reunion”





We come to hear the endings





of all the stories





in our anthology





of false starts:





how the girl who seemed





as hard as nails





was hammered into shape;





how the athletes ran





out of races;





how under the skin





our skulls rise to the surface





like rocks in the bed





of a drying stream.





Look! We have all





turned into





ourselves.









Linda Pastan

The Pennergraph
Linda Pastan’s poem, “25th High School Reunion,” reaches into our common mortality
through the celebration of a class reunion. But what kind of celebration is this that
 
focuses on the word “skulls” (11) and uses the phrase “drying stream” (13), with its echo of dying? Nonetheless, “We have all / turned into / ourselves” (14-16), and we have become what life has hammered us into becoming, even the girl once “as hard as nails” (6). This poem also does what the last three lines tell us we do ourselves—we develop through introspection and self-analysis. The poem builds upon imagery of broken dreams, as the speaker emphasizes the “false starts,” “endings / of…stories,” and “athletes [running] / out of races.” Confronted with the inevitability of growing up, the speaker seems to realize that as lives diminish, they also become more enriched and substantial. Even the line division and length emphasize the shortness of breath while, at the same time, adding a sense of anticipation. Like the “drying stream,” the last lines dissipate but the tone is somewhat positive, as the speaker excitedly tells us to “Look” (14) at the complete people we’ve become.




 

